ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

Logan, obtained the Whig nomination, but he
was defeated in the election and the Democrats
captured the seat.

The Whigs in the country at large, however,
obtained some success. In the Presidential elec-
tion of 1848 they elected General Zachary
Taylor to the Presidency. Lincoln had done his
part in supporting the Whig candidate, touring
the states of New England to speak on his behalf,
and concluding the campaign in his own district
in Illinois, The tour in New England brought'
new experiences and contact with people whose
way of life and whose views were now to him,
But, with the success of the Whig candidate and
his inauguration on March 4, 1849, Lincoln's
period of office was over. He attempted to obtain
the appointment of Commissioner of the
General Land Office at Washington under the
new administration, but he failed. A little later
h$ was offered the governorship of the newly
organised Territory of Oregon, but he declined
it. He went back to Springfield and the law.

Lincoln was forty when he took up again the
old life in Springfield, He spent most of his time
away from his home. He was either on circuit
with the judge or he was at his cilice, where
he enjoyed the freedom to do as he pleased
which was not available at home. He was not
methodical or tidy in his business. He kept many
of his documents in his tall silk hat; his office
was not clean; there was no system of book-
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